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Don Giovanni's Forefather

GIUSEPPE PENNISI writes about a performance of
'Ll empio punito" by Alessandro Melan:

- XWD IHZ EGANV IURP 7HDWR GH@2 SHID A5 RP D Z KHUH D GVDSSRIQIN)]
0 R DMWon Giovanni IV RQ \KH [IWANRSHUD Z UMWMQ RQ \WH VXEMIPWRI Don Juan

FDQ EH VHHQ DQG KHDUG [Q\WH VP DOFR]\ 7HDWR QL9 1@ 7DYHED  SOQQHGIRU
DODXAHFHR  IQFOAQ) \WR MY R EDBRQHV

7KW VL 'empio punito  7KHWDNHYV SXQWKP HOVE\ $ BMVDQAR 0 HDQL

R D GEUHWR E\ * IRYDQQL) IISSR $ SRRQLDQG) TBSSR $ FHDIXRDQ ,\WDon
Giovanni V IRUIHDWHU 7KH RSHWD Z DV FRP P MMRQHGE\ 0 DUHO DQAQL D QHFH
Rl * IXOR &DAED® D) ] DWCR / RXY; ,9 VWKWDQG  IRUSHURWP DQFH GXUQ)]
& DUYDCRI 7KH Z RUN SUHP IHWHG DWKH 7HDWR A3 DO | R & RBQD 1Q \WH
KMRUF YRURGWIEWR 5RPHRQ ) HELXDU \ HDlWV DIR 0 RWNINHO
\WH \BIDQ QRE®I Z RP DQNXHZ Don Juan \WURXJK 0 R@yUHV SO\ EH-DXWH
VKH KDG @/HG 1Q 3 DUV IRUVHYHIDO, HDWY L 'empio punito Z DV D P DRUHYHQN
EHFDXVH WH WBI1QJ Z DV VR H SHOWLYH \WDVWKH & REQCD IDP I® KDG \R UHVRWAR
Z KDWY QRZ FDODIG FURZ G IXQAQ) W IIQDQFH IWHYHQ 4 XHHQ & KUWMIH R
6Z HGHQ \WHQIQ VHDIP SRVHGH IB11Q5 RP H KDG\R FKLS IQR IIQDQRH \WH
I 1QJ

7 KH RSHD RXJ KVWIR KDYH EHHQ D VXFFHW EHFDXVH P XVIE KMRUDQV UHSRW
SHURWP DQFHV 1Q) BUHIFH DQG YREIQD 1Q DUMBFUDWF SDOFHY QRNQ

FRP P HIADOKHDWHY ,Q UFHQMP HV IWDSSHDUHG LQO D\ DW HS] LJ 2 SHD
1O D IX@® AR HG OYIVK SURGXPURQ Z W & KUMRSKH 5 RAHWDQG/ HV 7DBIQV
J\UTXHV IMZ DV UHYLYHG \WH VDP H\ HDULQ FRQFHWRUP  DVWIKH %HDXCH %DURTXH
0 XVIE ) HAIYDO, Q D FRQFHWHWIRQWRR \KH RSHWD Z DV SUMVHQMG DVWKH
5DAR) WQFH ) HIYDAQO0 RQSHEHU $ VHBRIRQ R QXP EHWY Z HH SHURWP HGIQ
D VHP LB HG SIRGXRIRQ Q3 MD [Q

7 KH SUAHVHOANBURGXAIRQ LY B\ \WH 5 HDW ) MIWYDODIVMUD IHZ SHURWP DQFHV 1Q
SRP H WZIQEH WW HG1Q 5 IHWMOQ WH 7HDWR 9 HVSDMDQR WY \KH HWANHYLYDQAQ
O MOFH + RZ HYHU \WH \ADQV FHBEWWM 0 HDQLIRUWH W

DQAYHYDUY R WLV RSHID $ GLHHANBURGKRIRQ Z IQEH VHHQ DQG KHDWG IQP IG
2 RIREHUDWKH 7HDWR 9HE G.3 IVD DQG IQ 0 HDAQLY EILW SOFH 3 MWD
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0 RAMINHO \KLY Z IOFH WH WBWR D QGHZ @H IRU HP SIR SXQWR IRUE R UHDVRQY
IV DQ DEVROWM P DAWMSIHFH DVWKH GIYHCR! 0 RQMYHWELY RSHIDV DQG IV DQ
H FHGIQNH DP SGI R WH 5 RP DQYDURTXH VRKRRO:  KIOWKH Y%DURTXH VFKRRY
R 9HQFH DQG 1 DS®V DUH Z HONGRZ Q DQG WHAHG RQD D IHZ VFKRDLY

/ RHQJ R7R] ] L $ GMWDQAR 4 XD DQG$ QAHD' H&DUR GHYRW P HDQG
HIRWYR GHOH LOR 5 RP DQYDURTXH P XVIE DQG RSHIDV 7 KH WWGI LV \WMYH QRW
IGZ HY \WH FKRUIDOSDWW UHFDOP DAW DY <HWZ MRX\WWD NORZ BIGTH R 5 RP DQ
%DURTXH MY KDL \R XQGHIABIQG + DQEHOZ KR @YHG DQG Z RIHG 1Q'5 RP H GXUQY
KLV IRUP DAYH\ HDWY HVSHAD® KLV QRZ 1DP RXV RIDRUR , OMRQIR GHOMP SR VXO

AMQIDQAR

7 KH RSHUD DAMECDWY GLIDP D DQG FRP HO.  LQFOAQ) UHHIHGRHV \R \KH
&RP P HAD GHIDWM ,WBURYIGHV D UDWHUDP RUDCSIEVMUH Rl VRAEW Z W D BWR
IOMIXHV DQGVH  HYHQWRXJK DWKH YHY HQG \WH P DIQ FXGUMW SXQVKHG DQG
VHOAR KHOO0 RAINHD DEHWQ \KH RSHUD Z DV SURP RWG E\ \H 3 RSH
KIP VHD \KH VRAEW GHSIEWMG Z DV TXIWM VP [OUVR \KDWR \KH DUMRADR. HQIR, LQJ
MDWKH & RBQCD 3 DOFH

7KH SIRGXAIRQ VHHQDQGKHDWGRQ 6 HSWP EHU IV HBU DQADQG HIHAYH
HYHQ WRXJK RQ D VKRHVWIQ) EXGIHW,Q DEHWRMZ 1Q) TXIW FEVHOD 71LVR
@0 REDV SO\ ( O/XUDGRUCH 6 HI@M\ & RQYIGDGR GH SIHMD \WH CEUHWR
VHW \WH DRURQ LQ DQAHQNY UHHFH DQG SURYIGHV |RUH WDYDJ DQAVHW VHD

WP SHVIV SDDFHV JDUEHQY MIODQG KHO7 KLY IV D HDVRQ QR GRXEWIRUWH
KK FRAMR \WH SURGXAIRQ $\VWKH 5 HDWM ) HVAYDO 7HDWR @9 L@ 7REBQID
SURGXRIIRQ \WH DRURQ GHYHBSV 1Q WH \& HQNAK FHQMY $ MIQI®I VHWE\ O LEKH®I
' H® & [RSSD DQG $ QQD %D IRMN HBU DONFRAMP HV  ERN RQ BDQE\ \WH
7HDWR GH@2 SHID  SURYIGH Z HOIRUKH VHYHIDOHWAKDQJ HV SURYIGHG | RUIQ \WH
@EUHWR 7 KH RIFKHVADCHQVHP EGI SO\ V RQ SHURG IQMKP HQW DQG IV FRQGXPMG
B\ $OWDQAR 4 XDW 7 KH \WUHH DFW R \WH RUJ ICDOTEUHWR DUH FRP SDRMG IQR
\®R DFW R VHYHQW ILYH DQG M W P LMV 7 KH DRIRQ IGZ V VZ LV® GXH \R \WH

H SHUHQFHG VAU H QUHAIRQ B\ & HVDUH 6 FDURQ 7 KHUH DUH D IHZ FXW DV

FRP SDUHG Z MY \WH VFRUH EXVWKH DUH P ICRUDQG [P SURYH \WH GHYHBSP HOAR
\KH GUIDP D
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The initial scene from / HP SIR SXQ\Wby Alessandro Melani. Photo © 2019 Andrea Rossi

7KHS$FFDGP ID) IOWP RAEFD 5 RP DCD DOR KHSHG WKLY J UHDWSEURGXRRQ E\
SURYIAQ) W WHKHDWDA DHOAV

7 KH FDWW\ RXQJ DQG HORXVIDWIE WH VIQJ HY DRRY KDYH EHHQ VHBIPWMG DIMU
FRP SHIMYH DXQURQV Z W \WH VXSSRWR WH $ BHWR 6 RUEL) RXQEDURQ IRU
<RXQ $ WAV 7KH DUH Z HOYHWHG 1Q UHFMBUFDQEBIQER \WH VMBI UHTXILHG 1Q
VHYHQOMHOK FHQXY RSHID 6RPHR \WHP 0 DXUR %RUIRQL 0 IFKHD * XDWHD
* IDFRP R 1 DQQLDQG/ XFD &HYRQL KDGIP SUAWHG P H DOHDG. DERXWRQH\ HDU
DIR Q0 RQMYHLELY ,OMRUR G8 @AH 1Q SDWID SURGXFHG E\ \H VDP H JURXS
VHH8 OWHV + RP HFRP IQJ IQ0 XME  9IMRQO DUDJICH 2 AREHU 7KHH
DUH HBIYHQ QI HY DRRWY 1Q VRP H\Z HQW GLIHIHQARBN 0 RAWR \KHP

VSHADQ@ H LQ EDURTXH P XVIE DQG DUH DOHDG. 1Q FDUHHY HWHUIQ ,\B® RU
DEURDG
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(QHPEB! ' RQ* [RYDQQLV) RUHDKHU* IXVHSSH3HIQM.Z UAMY/CERAVDSHIRP DFHR / HP SRSXQWR B\ $ GIWOQER0 HDQL

3 WRVHBLODV NW QL 'empio punito E\ $ BMVDQGUR 0 HDQL 0 DXUR %RU IRQLDV $ FUP DOW DQG 0 DUD
( BIQD3HSLDV 3RVHBIOD Z W EHBRZ WH FKRUKV Rl GHYLY 3KRWR < $ QGUHD 5 RWL

7 KH DXAHQFH HXSWG 1Q Z HOGHVHYHG RYDMRQY DVWKH FXWMOQ FDQY

, UHJ UAWVWKDWDIMUD 1HZ. SHURUWP DQFHV 1Q'5 RP H DQG 5 LHWY \WH SURGXFIRQ Z L@
FRVH VKRS 7KHHZI@EH WRXJK D' 9' RQWH' \ QDP IF @EHOZ KIFK Z I@®

KRSHIX@ DOR EH VHHQ RQ ,\BIDQ DQG | RUHI Q RSHIDIF 79 FKDQRHY

&RS\WKW 2 AREHU * XVHSSH 3 HOQQIVL
5RPH O

7KH EDFNJ URXQG P DIH RQ\KLY SDU H IV GHUYHG IURP \WH RICRQ SDQHCBDIQIQY) Y%4-DUEHG
0 DQ DIMIEXWMG R \WH ,\BIIDQ ¥DURTXH SDIQMUDQG SUHWY UP DQQR 6 WRLLIL

+RPH 1H WHVIEZ ! !

Latest:
&OWED® XMF1HZV / YH3HURWP DQFH5 HMHZV 2 ENYDUHYV &' 5 HYIHZV

3 UAW UHBDVHY & RP SHIMRQV ,QMYIHZ V DQG 3 RILBN 3 UHYIHZ V * HQHUDCS WFEGN
YRRN QHZ V DQG UHYILZV &RP P HQW 6 RP HZ KDW HD\ HG 5 HYLHZ V
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(QHPEB! ' RQ* [RYDQQLV) RUHDKHU* IXVHSSH3HIQM.Z UAMY/CERAVDSHIRP DFHR / HP SRSXQWR B\ $ GIWOQER0 HDQL

) ROKFRP 1Q) FRQFHW ) HAYDY DQG P DWMUIFOWHY ,Q GHSW IHDUHY 1 HZ UHBDVHV
1 HZ VOMMY

3HRSGA

* IXVHSSH 3 HQQAWL. * HRII 3SHDUAH * HIDG ) HOHFK 6 DUDK + DIHU- RKQWRQ

0INH: KHHOU * HRUH &RBUEN &KUMIED - HOVHQ 5 RGHUE ' XQUHW/$ GHWY RGRU

2 (D - DU DDYIbL W 5 RQUHP DQ . HW %UDP IFK 5IFKDW0 HV W 3DWENO O ZHO
-[PH\é6RKUH 7HXQ9DQCGH6WH] * DQ HQ 0 DUD1RANQ $@HO0 FOHJIK
&OHIEOPV

3OFHV

DO 8 QUMG6\BMMY R $P HUED * HPDQ 8 QWG. IQIGRP $XVID 6 SDIQ ) UDQFH
* HRUID &DQDA %HOXP 1RZD. 9HQH XHD 1 HZ =HDOQG $XWIDID 5 XWID
6Z MWHDQG +XQIDY &] HK 5 HSXE@E 5 RP DQD - DSDQ

*|‘Q.H\/

RSHD \&HQMW FHOMY QCHMHON FHOMY  VWWAHQMY  HLI KWHQIK FHQMUW

RUDQP XVIE YRFDCP XVIE FRQMP SRIDY P XVIE SIDQRP XVIE RUFKHMIRDCP XVIE
FHOXU %DURTXH P XVIE HBIPWRQE P XVIE FKDP EHUP XVIE FKRUDCP XVIE

VHYHQMHOK
5 RP DQIF P XME  JXMWUP XME KDUIBMEKRUWG P XVE YIRCP XVE IR P XMIE

QMDFW
$ERXVKV &RQEPKY 8 SCDIMV 6 HDURK <RXUSUWYDR ' RCDURQY 6 HQG P DIMUDO
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